
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

What Will You Ask For? 
 

1 Kings 3:5-12 (EHV)  
5 The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 6 Solomon said, “You have 
shown great mercy and faithfulness to your servant, my father David, just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of 

heart toward you. You have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is seated on his throne to this very 
day. 7 O LORD my God, now you have made your servant king in the place of my father David, but I am a little child. I do not know how to go out 

or come in. 8 And I, your servant, am among your people whom you have chosen, a great people, who cannot be counted or numbered because 
they are so many. 9 Now give to your servant a perceptive heart to judge your people, to distinguish between good and evil, for who is able to 

judge this great people of yours?” 10 In the eyes of the LORD, Solomon’s request was good. 11 So God said to him, “Because you have asked for 

this, and you have not asked for a long life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the lives of your enemies, but you have 
asked for discernment to reach just verdicts, 12 therefore I will act according to your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so 

that there will never have been anyone like you before you, nor will anyone like you rise up after you.” 

Have you ever pictured yourself as having the same opportunity as Aladdin, that you would stumble across a magic lamp that when 
you rubbed it a genie would come out to grant you three wishes? Now I don’t know exactly where the idea of a genie in a lamp came 
from, but we as humans have always dreamed of wish fulfillment. We’ve had those school yard conversations of what your three 
wishes would be, how you would have thought them through so perfectly that there was no way that the genie could turn what you 
wished for into something with unintended and negative consequences. You had the perfect three wishes. Maybe we daydreamed 
about finding a magic lamp and getting those wishes because something similar actually happened to a real man named Solomon. 

The LORD appeared to Solomon in Gibeon in a dream at night. God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (verse 5) God 
gave Solomon a blank check of wish fulfillment. Whatever you want, your wildest dreams, ask and it will be given to you.  

Why did the LORD appear to Solomon and give him this wish fulfilment? Because he’s such a good believer, right? Or because his 
father David was such a good believer. God kind of owed him some kindness, some blessing, for his faithfulness, didn’t he?  

The lead up to the LORD appearing to Solomon is not one that paints Solomon as this awesome, devout, super righteous ultra 
believer. He’s not the holy of holies. He is the son of David and Bathsheba. David married Bathsheba because he had an affair with 
her, got her pregnant, and then tried to hide his sin by having Bathsheba’s husband Uriah murdered, making it look like he was a 
casualty of war. At the beginning of 1 Kings chapter 3 with a grown up Solomon, we hear that one of the first things he did as king 
was to marry the princess of Egypt to form a political alliance, something that the LORD had expressly forbidden. Then we find 
Solomon worshiping and offering sacrifices to the LORD at this most important high place at Gibeon. The high places were a remnant 
of the pagan Canaanite religions. The LORD had also expressly forbidden the Israelites to adopt their worship practices. He had given 
them the Tabernacle, a place for worship – except the Philistines had destroyed that about 2-3 generations earlier. The ark of the 
covenant used to be at Gibeon as well, but David had it moved into Jerusalem. Gibeon was not the place Solomon should have been 
worshiping the LORD.  

So, why does the LORD come to Solomon and offer him this wish fulfillment? Solomon said, “You have shown great mercy and 
faithfulness to your servant, my father David, just as he walked before you in truth, righteousness, and uprightness of heart toward 
you. You have shown this great mercy and faithfulness to him and have given him a son who is seated on his throne to this very 
day.” (verse 6) Note that Solomon does not say that the LORD is here because God obviously owes it to him for his or his father’s 
faithfulness. No, Solomon identifies that the reason the LORD is offering him this wish fulfillment is because the LORD is faithful and 
merciful. God takes the initiative. He blessed David and Solomon before they could do anything to earn such blessings. David’s 
faithfulness was a response to God’s great mercy and faithfulness. Solomon hopes now to follow that response. The LORD came to 
Solomon because it was the LORD’s choice to do so.  

Do you know that you have the same offer from the LORD as Solomon had? It’s true. Jesus said in John 16:23-24, “Amen, Amen, I tell 
you: Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he will give you… Ask, and you will receive, so that your joy may be made complete.” 
The LORD has given you this same blank check wish fulfillment offer. He gave it to you not because you had faithful parents and not 
because you yourself have been pure and holy and upright. The LORD gives you this offer because he shows us great mercy and 
faithfulness, just like he did for Solomon. Even though we don’t deserve it, he initiated these blessings for us freely, with no strings 
attached. This is an old treasure that we get to bring out again today and use it anew.  



So, what will you use this blank check of a wish fulfillment for? Solomon asked for this: “Give to your servant a perceptive heart to 
judge your people, to distinguish between good and evil, for who is able to judge this great people of yours?” (verse 9) Not riches? 
Not fame? Not world peace? Not the removal of pain and suffering? Not even superpowers? Solomon used his blank check for wish 
fulfillment to better serve God’s people, the many people of the kingdom of Israel. Was that one of your top three perfect wishes 
you had thought up? I don’t think Aladdin would have been nearly as entertaining if he just wished for wisdom. 

I always thought the no brainer when given the opportunity to grant wishes would be to wish for more wishes because there are so 
many things that I want! But that’s not how it worked in Aladdin. Here, God told Solomon to ask for whatever, not necessarily giving 
a restriction on how many things to ask for. Wouldn’t we expect Solomon to ask for the things that the LORD mentions he could have 
asked for? “You have not asked for a long life, nor have you asked for riches, nor have you asked for the lives of your enemies…” 
(verse 11) I mean, could you blame us or Solomon if he would have asked for one of these? (And the LORD would have granted it.) 
Would I have asked for something selfish, something that would have been first and foremost to benefit me instead of others?  

And I like to think that if you would have given me enough time, I would have come up with the perfect request. In fact, as a kid, I 
remember what my best wish would have been. I would have wished that God would just take away all the sins and all the bad of 
the world and from all people. That’s the perfect wish, I thought, and it’s not even that selfish. Then it took me a few more seconds 
to figure out, “Wait. God already did that.”  

Without being asked, the LORD was faithful to his word to David and Solomon. He initiated the promise to make David into a great 
house, a dynasty, that this son, a King, would rule forever. This was fulfilled when he sent his own Son, Jesus, born of David’s 
descendants Mary and Joseph. Jesus, the Son of God and God himself, lived under God’s law to fulfill it not just for David and 
Solomon, but even for us. God lived selflessly for all the times that we behaved selfishly. He shed his blood to remove our sins as 
well as David’s and Solomon’s and instead to covered us with his purity and holiness and perfection, something we never could have 
been by our own efforts. Because of God’s great mercy and faithfulness, you and I have a Savior from sin who has covered us with 
perfection. We have a King who rules and protects us forever. He has already granted the greatest wish that we could possibly ask 
for. And the LORD still says to us, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (verse 5b) 

What will you use this blank check of a promise for wish fulfillment for? You don’t have to think through the loopholes because the 
LORD does not give you this offer to try to trick you, to try to warp your request into some unimagined monster. Besides, as we heard 
in our second Bible reading today, God “richly supplies us with all things for our enjoyment.” (1 Timothy 6:17b) He wants to give you 
the things you enjoy and richly supplies them to you because he is merciful and faithful. And you don’t need to wish for more wishes 
because this offer always stands from Jesus. There is no end to what we can ask God the Father in the name of God the Son, all 
because of his mercy and his faithfulness. Our wish requests to him are unlimited! 

So, what will you ask for? Let’s follow Solomon’s example and seek the good of others. Let’s seek first God and his kingdom and his 
righteousness. What can we pray for that puts God and others first? Maybe what you will ask for is a perceptive heart in your calling 
in life – a perceptive heart for your work in the home or outside the home, a perceptive heart as a spouse, a parent, a child, a 
teacher, a student, so that you can serve others better. Whether you think our government and community leaders are doing a good 
job or not, ask the LORD to give them perceptive hearts as they make and enforce laws for the benefit of all of us. They need it. Pray 
for that for our leaders here at church. We need perceptive hearts to serve others, to serve you! Add this to your evening or 
morning prayers. Ask the LORD to give us all perceptive hearts for the good of the people we serve, so that we can serve others 
better as God has served us. When we pray for these things, we can expect the same answer Solomon got: “Because you have asked 
for this… I will act according to your words. Yes, I will give you a wise and discerning heart.” (verses 11a,12a)  

The LORD has come to you and said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” (verse 5b) This is our old treasure of prayer. We 
have access to God because of Jesus, the royal descendant of David and Solomon, our perfect substitute of holiness and our Savior 
from sin. Use this wonderful treasure of prayer and ask for perceptive hearts for yourself and for your leaders – in our church, in our 
community, and in our world. Trust the LORD to answer us out of his great mercy and faithfulness. Amen.  
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